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COLLINSVILLE COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 10 

COLLINSVILLE, ILLINOIS 

Public Hearing – TAX LEVY 

Wednesday, December 17, 2008 

6:30 p.m. 

Call to Order 1. A public hearing was held by the Board of Education of 

Collinsville Community Unit School District No. 10 on the 

evening of Wednesday, December 17, 2008 at 6:30 p.m., at the 

Unit #10 Administrative Annex, 123 West Clay Street, 

Collinsville, Illinois. 

Roll Call 2. Those members present were: Jeanne Piesbergen, President; 

Wayne White; Gary Peccola; Theresa Billy; William Jokerst, 

Treasurer; and Jim Achenbach, Secretary.  Absent was Anthony 

Albertina, Vice President. 

Purpose of 

Hearing  
3. Mrs. Piesbergen announced that the purpose of the hearing was to 

provide an opportunity for public input with respect to the 

proposed tax levy. 

Comments 4. Mrs. Robison said that the numbers changed slightly from those 

published in the newspaper.  An additional $11 million in 

assessed valuation was added to reflect the recent court decision 

regarding Fairmont City.  An 8% increase in EAV was shown, 

but Mrs. Robison believes the actual increase may be closer to 

5%.  The district’s overall tax rate is projected to decrease from 

$4.3018 to $4.2443, a decrease of $.0575.  

Audience Input 

 
5. Mrs. Piesbergen provided an opportunity for public input, and no 

one sought to be recognized. 

Adjournment 6. There being no further comments, Mrs. Piesbergen declared the 

hearing adjourned at 6:38 p.m. 

 

COLLINSVILLE COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 10 

COLLINSVILLE, ILLINOIS 

Regular Meeting, Wednesday, December 17, 2008 

6:39 p.m. 

 

Call to Order 1. The Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of Collinsville 

Community Unit School District No. 10 was held on the evening 

of Wednesday, December 17, 2008, at 6:39 p.m., at the Unit #10 

Administrative Annex, 123 West Clay Street, Collinsville, 
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Illinois. 

Roll Call 2. Those members present were: Jeanne Piesbergen, President; 

Wayne White; Gary Peccola; Theresa Billy; William Jokerst, 

Treasurer; and Jim Achenbach, Secretary. Absent was Anthony 

Albertina, Vice President. 

Pledge of 

Allegiance 
3. Mrs. Piesbergen led those in attendance in reciting the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

Correspondence 

 

 

4. Mr. Achenbach reported that the Board had received no written 

correspondence since the last regular meeting.  

Audience Input 5. Mrs. Piesbergen provided an opportunity for public input and the 

following person was recognized:  

(a) Mr. Ron Adams, retired Unit 10 teacher, reported to the board 

that a storytelling conference is held in St. Louis the first 

weekend in May and is the largest such conference in the world.  

Mr. Adams is a part of the conference and has arranged for the 

group to send storytellers to a venue located in Unit 10 to tell 

stories to students in kindergarten through seventh grade a few 

days before the conference starts.  District teachers will be asked 

whether their students will be participating, and there is no cost 

to the district.  The storytellers come from all areas and cultures. 

This has been done in the past on the Missouri side of the river 

and Collinsville has been selected as a test case for the east side, 

due in part to Mr. Adams’ involvement. The Board was very 

appreciative of Mr. Adams’ efforts in providing this opportunity 

to the district’s students.  

Reports 

Superintendent’s 

Report 
6. Dr. Craft said Alejandro Torres, a first grade student at Kreitner, 

was honored by KMOV and received a Right Thing certificate for 

helping save family members from a house fire earlier this year.  

Dr. Craft said it was a fantastic act and he was pleased to see 

Alejandro receive this special recognition.  

Dr. Craft congratulated Carol Flohr and Ellen Nicholl who 

recently received their National Board Certification.  They will be 

officially recognized at the May regular meeting.   Also, Matt 

Badgley recently received an award from the Certified Athletic 

Directors Administration.  On behalf of the administration Dr. 

Craft wished everyone a very Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year.  
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Financial 

Report 
7. Mrs. Robison gave her financial report noting that the district 

operates on the cash basis of accounting and is five months into 

the fiscal year.  She said the Education Fund received 58% of 

budgeted revenue and 39% of budgeted expenditures have been 

made.  The O&M Fund has received 91% of its revenue and 38% 

of expenditures have been made.  The Transportation Fund 

revenue is at 46% and expenditures are at 28%.  The Working 

Cash Fund has received 83% of its budgeted revenue and no 

expenditures have been made.  Mrs. Robison also reported on 

fund balances in the four operating funds and reported that the 

state is now behind almost 90 days on categorical payments.  

Curriculum 

Report 
8. Mrs. Brown submitted her written curriculum report to the Board. 

Board Member 

Forum 
9.  

(a) Mrs. Piesbergen said she attended the high school band concert 

and as usual, it was absolutely wonderful. She also noted that 

Alejandro Torres had practiced what he learned last year at 

school regarding fire safety and had insisted that his family have 

an exit plan and a designated meeting place.  She was glad it was 

a good outcome and was pleased it was something he had learned 

at school. Mrs. Piesbergen said she hopes next year will be a 

good one for everyone.  

(b) Mr. Achenbach welcomed Mr. Jokerst back to the meetings.  He 

congratulated Raven Berry, who recently became the fifth girls 

basketball player in district history to score over 1,000 points. He 

also congratulated the high school seniors recently named as 

Illinois State Scholars.  Mr. Achenbach said he was shocked with 

the recent events that took place involving the governor.  The 

governor has done nothing to help public education, and Mr. 

Achenbach said he is pleased that the lieutenant governor has 

been a vocal advocate for education.   

(c) Mr. Jokerst said he was happy to be back and thanked everyone 

who sent cards during his recovery.  He also thanked Dr. Craft 

and Mrs. Robison for keeping him up to date while he was out.  

Mr. Jokerst discussed current financial conditions and the 

economy and said everyone in the district is going to have to 

sacrifice to keep the district operating in a proper manner.  The 

district is now going to be faced with the expense of educating 

the students from Fairmont City.  Given the economy, real estate 

taxes may be reduced if there is a negative multiplier and he does 

not believe the state aid formula will be increased nor does he 



 

Minutes - Regular Meeting, December 17, 2008                                               Page 6 

 

 

believe the country can spend its way out of debt.  Mr. Jokerst 

wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  

(d) Mrs. Billy reminded everyone that on Saturday the girls 

basketball teams will be playing Normal and those games will be 

followed with an alumni game at 3:30.  She encouraged everyone 

to attend.  She said she has relatives in Italy who are all watching 

the current situation in the United States economy.  She said 

many people in Italy follow what happens in America, they 

remember World War II and give credit to America, and they are 

praying for America.  

(e) Mr. Peccola wanted to thank all of the various groups for 

invitations to many Christmas parties, activities and events.  He 

said he is unable to attend all of them but does appreciate the 

invitations.  He attended the choir’s Madrigal Dinner and the 

students and Mrs. Neal did a fantastic job.  He also had an 

opportunity to visit Kreitner and thanked Mrs. Reulecke for 

having him at their school.  He, Dr. Craft and Mrs. Homes judged 

a poster and coloring contest and the winners will be featured in 

an upcoming newspaper article regarding character education.  

He thanked Mrs. Hays and Mrs. Bohler for allowing him to sit in 

on their classes.  He wished everyone a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year.  

(f) Mr. White thanked everyone for coming out in the cold and 

showing an interest in the district.  He congratulated Raven Berry 

and said it was a tremendous achievement.  He also congratulated 

the bowling team and wrestling teams who are both doing very 

well so far in their seasons.  He said the Middle School 

cheerleaders qualified for the state tournament, which was quite 

an accomplishment.  He encouraged everyone to support not only 

the sports teams, but the cheerleaders, dance teams and pep 

squads who also are big part of the athletic program.  He 

encouraged everyone to have a safe and happy holiday season.  

Approval of 

Minutes of 

11/17/08 

Meeting 

(Motion Passed) 

10. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

the minutes listed below be approved.  Motion passed 

unanimously on voice vote.   

 Regular Meeting – November 17, 2008 

 Closed Session – Regular Meeting – November 17, 2008 

Approval of 

Minutes of 
11. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 
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11/18/08 

Meeting 

(Motion Passed) 

the minutes listed below be approved.   Motion passed 

unanimously on voice vote.   

 Special Meeting – November 18, 2008 

 Closed Session – Special Meeting, November 18, 2008 

Approval of 

Minutes of 

12/1/08 Meeting 

(Motion Passed) 

12. A motion was made by Jokerst and seconded by Peccola that the 

minutes listed below be approved.   Motion passed on roll call 

vote as follows:  Piesbergen, yes; White, yes; Peccola, yes; Billy, 

yes; Jokerst, yes; Albertina, absent; Achenbach, abstain.   

 Special Meeting – December 1, 2008 

 Closed Session – Special Meeting, December 1, 2008 

Approval of 

Board Bills 

(Motion Passed) 

13. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

the Board bills for the Area Vocational Center Budget and the 

Unit 10 General Budget presented for payment on December 17, 

2008, and attached to these minutes as Exhibit E-8 be approved 

and that the Treasurer be authorized to sign checks for same. 

Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.  

 Approval of 

Monthly 

Financial 

Statements 

(Motion Passed) 

14. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

the monthly financial statements for Collinsville Community 

Unit School District No. 10 and the Collinsville Area Vocational 

Center for November, 2008, be approved and attached to these 

minutes as Exhibit E-9.  Motion passed unanimously on voice 

vote. 

Approval of 

High School 

Summer School 

(Motion Passed) 

 

15. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola to 

approve High School Summer School as presented in Exhibit  

E-11.1.  Mrs. Brown noted that the classes would be both 

remedial and enrichment.  She also provided information on the 

tuition costs.  Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.  

Approval of 

CHS Course 

Offering Guide 

(Motion Passed) 

16. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola to 

approve the CHS Course Offering Guide for the 2009-2010 

school year, as presented in Exhibit E-11.2.  Additional 

information was provided by Dr. Craft, Ms. Ekstrom and Mrs. 

Brown regarding class enrollment numbers, new course offerings 

and issues regarding the master schedule.  Motion passed 

unanimously on voice vote.  

Approval of  

Out-of-District 

Placement 

(Motion Passed) 

 

 

17. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola to 

approve placement of the students with disabilities, as described 

under Exhibit E-11.3, for the 2008-2009 school year with 

transportation to be provided by the school transporter or 

contractual services.  Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.  
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Approval of 

SWIC 

Partnership 

Courses 

 (Motion Passed) 

18. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola to 

approve SWIC Partnership Courses program, as presented in 

Exhibit E-11.4.  Mrs. Brown pointed out that this is a nice 

opportunity for our students and she hopes they take advantage of 

it.  She noted this is being offered through a grant at no cost to 

the district.  Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.  

Approval of  

DIS School 

Improvement 

Plan 

 (Motion Passed) 

19. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola to 

approve the Dorris School Improvement Plan, as outlined in 

Exhibit E-11.5.  Mr. Peccola and Mr. Jokerst commended Dr. 

Ellington and said it is a very good plan.  Motion passed 

unanimously on voice vote. 

Approval of 

403(b) Plan 

Document  

(Motion Passed) 

20. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

the 403(b) Retirement Plan document with Gatekeeper 

Administration & Consulting, LLC for third party administration 

from January 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009 be approved as 

Exhibit E-11.6.  Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.   

Approval of 

2008 Tax Levy 

(Motion Passed) 

21. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

the Certificate of Tax Levy (2008) for Collinsville Unit #10 as 

presented in Exhibit E-11.7 be approved. Motion passed 

unanimously on voice vote.  

Approval  

of District 

Improvement 

Plan 

 (Motion Passed) 

22. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola to 

approve the District Improvement Plan, as presented in Exhibit 

E-11.8.  Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.  

Approval of 

CEAA Contract 

(Motion Passed) 

 

 

 

23. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola to 

approve the Agreement Between the Board of Education and the 

Collinsville Educational Assistants Association, as presented in 

Exhibit E-11.9.  Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.  

Closed Session 

(Motion Passed) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

the Board adjourn to Closed Session  to discuss litigation that is 

filed and pending; litigation that is probable or imminent; to 

consider information regarding appointment, employment, 

compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an 

employee or officer; to discuss matters of student discipline; to 

hear testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee or 

officer to determine its validity; and for deliberations concerning 

salary schedules for one or more classes of employees. Motion 

passed on roll call vote as follows: Piesbergen, yes; White, yes; 
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Peccola, yes; Billy, yes; Jokerst, yes; Albertina, absent; 

Achenbach, yes.  (7:30 p.m.) 

Return to  

Open Session 

 

 

25. The Regular Meeting returned to Open Session at 9:25 p.m.  

Those members present on roll call were: Piesbergen, White, 

Peccola, Billy, Jokerst, and Achenbach.  Absent was Albertina.  

Report on 

Closed Session 

Discussion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26. Mr. Achenbach reported that during Closed Session the Board 

discussed the following: 

     1.  Litigation that is filed and pending; 

     2.  Litigation that is probable or imminent; 

     3.  Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, 

          performance or dismissal of an employee or officer; 

     4.  Heard testimony on a complaint lodged against an  

          employee or officer to determine its validity;  

     5.  Matters of student discipline; 

     6.  Deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more 

          classes of employees.   

Approval of 

Leave of 

Absence 

 (Motion Passed) 

 

27. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

Kelli Louden, teacher at Collinsville Middle School, be granted a 

Family Medical Leave of Absence beginning November 10, 2008 

and returning January 5, 2009.  Motion passed unanimously on 

voice vote.  

Approval of 

Leave of 

Absence  

 (Motion Passed) 

28. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

Kimberly Walters, teacher at Collinsville Middle School, be 

granted a Family Medical Leave of Absence beginning December 

2, 2008 and returning January 5, 2009. Motion passed 

unanimously on voice vote.   

Acceptance of 

Resignation of 

Non-Certified 

Employee  

(Motion Passed) 

 

29. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

the resignation of Sue (Betty) Barnhart, 2 ½ hour per day Relief 

Aide at Dorris Intermediate School, be accepted effective 

December 4, 2008.  Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.   

Acceptance of 

Resignation of 

Non-Certified 

Employee 

(Motion Passed) 

30. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

the resignation of Jennifer Rule, Educational Assistant at 

Collinsville Middle School, be accepted effective December 5, 

2008.  Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.  

Approval of 31. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 
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Extension of 

Leave of 

Absence 

 (Motion Passed) 

 

 

Cathy Fournie, Pre-K Lunch Assistant at Kreitner School, be 

granted an extension of her leave of absence, without pay, to 

begin November 11, 2008 through January 12, 2009. Motion 

passed unanimously on voice vote.  

Approval of 

Leave of 

Absence 

(Motion Passed) 

 

32. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

Susan Manning, Educational Assistant at Kreitner School, be 

granted a Family Medical Leave of Absence beginning 

November 14, 2008 and ending February 25, 2009.   Motion 

passed unanimously on voice vote. 

Approval of 

Leave of 

Absence 

(Motion Passed) 

33. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

Wil Ross, Assistant Network Manager for the district, be granted 

a Family Medical Leave of Absence extension beginning 

December 31, 2008 through January 2, 2009 and an unpaid Leave 

of Absence beginning January 3, 2009 and ending February 1, 

2009.  Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.  

Approval of 

Employment of 

Non-Certified 

Employee 

(Motion Passed) 

 

34. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

Trent Kavelman be employed as an Educational Assistant for 

Collinsville Middle School for the 2008-2009 school year 

effective January 5, 2009, pending background and immunization 

requirements.  Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.   

Approval of 

Leave of 

Absence 

 (Motion Passed) 

 

35. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

Julie Williams, Relief Aide at Webster School, be granted an 

unpaid Leave of Absence beginning November 24, 2008 and 

ending January 4, 2009.  Motion passed unanimously on voice 

vote.  

Approval of  

Employment of 

Non-Certified 

Employee 

(Motion Passed) 

 

36. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

Abbey Smith be employed as a teacher for the second semester 

only of the 2008-2009 school year, effective January 5, 2009, 

with salary on schedule, pending receipt and evaluation of formal 

transcripts, as well as background, immunization and 

employment verification.  Motion passed unanimously on voice 

vote.   

Approval of 

Leave of 

Absence  

(Motion Passed) 

37. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

Anne Blevins, teacher at Dorris Intermediate School, be granted a 

Family Medical Leave of Absence beginning March 30, 2009 

through the end of the 2008-2009 school year.  Motion passed 

unanimously on voice vote.  

Approval to  38. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola to 
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Post Position 

 (Motion Passed) 
approve posting a 2 1/2 days per week Certified Occupational 

Therapy Assistant position for the second semester of the 2008-

2009 school year as shown in Exhibit E-13.13.  Motion passed 

unanimously on voice vote. 

Approval of 

Employment of 

Non-Certified 

Employee 

 (Motion Passed) 

 

39. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

Shirley Covalesky be employed as a 2 ½ hour per day Relief Aide 

at Dorris Intermediate School, effective December 16, 2008.  

Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.   

Approval of 

Employment  

of Coach  

 (Motion Passed) 

 

40. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

Michael Matthews be approved as Assistant Wrestling Coach at 

Collinsville Middle School, effective for the 2008-2009 school 

year, with stipend on schedule.  Motion passed unanimously on 

voice vote.   

Approval of 

Employment of 

Non-Certified 

Employee 

 (Motion Passed) 

 

41. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

Lynda Evers be employed as a Relief Aide for 2 ½ hours per day 

at Webster School, effective December 16, 2008 at a salary of 

$8.25 per hour, pending background and immunization 

requirements.  Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.  

Approval of 

Extension  

of Leave  

of Absence 

 (Motion Passed) 

42. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

Andrea Redenius, teacher at Summit School, be granted an 

extension on her leave of absence, without pay, to begin January 

5, 2009 and extend through the end of the 2008-2009 school year.  

Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.  

Approval of 

Expulsion of 

Student 

(Motion Passed) 

43. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

the student (08/09-9) named in Exhibit E-14.1 in the Hearing 

Officer’s report be expelled from Collinsville High School for the 

remainder of the 2008-2009 school year and the first semester of 

the 2009-2010 school year. The student shall be considered for 

placement at an alternative school (if space is available where 

established goals would have to be met to return to Collinsville 

High School for the second semester of the 2009-2010 school 

year under probation as prescribed by the administration. Motion 

passed on roll call vote as follows: Piesbergen, yes; White, yes; 

Peccola, yes; Billy, yes; Jokerst, yes; Albertina, absent; 

Achenbach, yes.  

Approval of 

Expulsion of 

Student 

(Motion Passed) 

44. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

the student (08/09-10) named in Exhibit E-14.2 in the Hearing 

Officer’s report be expelled from Collinsville High School for the 

remainder of the 2008-2009 school year and the first semester of 
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 the 2009-2010 school year.  The student shall be considered for 

placement at an alternative school (if space is available) where 

established goals would have to be met to return to Collinsville 

High School for the second semester of the 2009-2010 school 

year under probation as prescribed by the administration. Motion 

passed on roll call vote as follows: Piesbergen, yes; White, yes; 

Peccola, yes; Billy, yes; Jokerst, yes; Albertina, absent; 

Achenbach, yes. 

Approval of 

Expulsion of 

Student 

 (Motion Passed) 

 

45. A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

the student (08/09-11) named in Exhibit E-14.3 in the Hearing 

Officer’s report be expelled from Collinsville High School for the 

remainder of the 2008-2009 school year and the first semester of 

the 2009-2010 school year.  The student shall be considered for 

placement at an alternative school (if space is available) where 

established goals would have to be met to return to Collinsville 

High School for the second semester of the 2009-2010 school 

year under probation as prescribed by the administration. Motion 

passed on roll call vote as follows: Piesbergen, yes; White, yes; 

Peccola, yes; Billy, yes; Jokerst, yes; Albertina, absent; 

Achenbach, yes. 

Approval of 

Expulsion of 

Student 

 (Motion Passed) 

46.  A motion was made by Achenbach and seconded by Peccola that 

the student (08/09-12) named in Exhibit E-14.4 in the Hearing 

Officer’s report be expelled from Collinsville High School for the 

remainder of the 2008-2009 school year and the first semester of 

the 2009-2010 school year.  The student shall be considered for 

placement at an alternative school (if space is available) where 

established goals would have to be met to return to Collinsville 

High School for the second semester of the 2009-2010 school 

year under probation as prescribed by the administration. Motion 

passed on roll call vote as follows: Piesbergen, yes; White, yes; 

Peccola, yes; Billy, yes; Jokerst, yes; Albertina, absent; 

Achenbach, yes. 

Adjournment  47. There being no further business, Mrs. Piesbergen declared the 

meeting adjourned at 9:36  p.m. 

 


